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Electrifying Public Art at the Rilz

Waking through the Financial District
past Robart F. Wagner Park fowarnd lha
Museum of Jewish Haritage, strollars
rrigiht notice a shadow walking next to
tham. But the shadow is not thairs. nor
afmyone sas's. s an luson crealed
bry elecionic arfest Jim Campbell in his
work Pnimal Graphics 2002 On display through lale Seplember at the
Ritz-Carfion Battery Pare Fraimal Graphics 2002 s the first installation of
“Adt on the Plaza,” a new public at senes showcasing works from forty
contemporany artisls, The seass 5 produced by Creathve Times, & non-
profil public arts presender, in cooperation with the Batlery Park City
Authority,

In Frimal Graphics 2002, which is best viewed at night. 385 light bulbs
flicker onte teo 10 2 13 fool scresens, projecting two differant imagas
dapanding on the time of day. One is of a human silhouats het eppears
to ba perpaiually walking. running and then fallng, the other of &
siraatscapes that glides around a fized vantage point.

Although Camphel created the plecs bafors Septamber 11, the work has
nenw maaning for peopla in Lowers Manhattan. “This work brings a ceain
amaunt of energy to an araa thet was low on energy and down in & ot of
ways," sald Campbell, who belleves thal public art can have a posithe
impact on Lewer Manhatan by "unitying people, Bringing people thare
and allowing tham bo think about things in dilerent and new ways.”

To craata the images, Campbeall wsad video-image processing, a digital
technclogy that transforms live action info millons of pixals. A pignaar in
mulimedia and video art, Campbed holds mone than a dozen patents in
video-Ige procasarg and = a past recpient of the Socaty for the
Encouragement of Conlemporany A [SECA) award for eleciionac madia
Commissicned by Crealive Tene, Primal Gracdics 2000 was seleciod
from mone than forly proposals by a committes of nepresentaiives from
the Battary Park City Authortty and Millenniem Pariners. the real-estale
company that owns the Ritz-Carflon, Battery Park

in selecting Campbel] wa wanted 1o build & conneclicn bebwaen
Baitery Park Cily's histonc comminmeant i public an with conlemporany
art practice,” =l Anne Pastermak, Crealive Time's Executive Direcior.
*Tha thamss of his work are meless and accessils, yel presenbed with
new technsiogy, which givas the work a cartain amount of freshness,”

Camgbal believes public arl has new ralevance for Maw Yorkers, "Since
september 11, people are reconnecting with how important the City is o
tharm and recagnize the arts as an impaortand part of hal,” she said.
“Seaing something you wouldnT nomaly see is & very New York
expafiancs "

Crealive Tima has Dean
a long-Eme supporien of
public ans in Lower
Manhafan. Thiough i
“Art on the Baach®
jprogram launched n
1878, the onganization
has presanted works ol
BE Fing Sireat, the LS
Cushoim House, tha
Battery Maritime
Museum and the Battery
Park Larciill, More recently, il helped produce the Thbuta in Light
mamonial to hanor hase who died on Seplember 1. The group s
currently working in cooparation with the World Financial Cenler Ars &
Events program on an instaliation by fow contemporary musacal arfsls,
That exhibi is slated 10 cpen n tha Warld Financial Certar Winter
Giarden an Qclober 17

Tha maxt installation i the "An oo lhe Plaza® serles, Back of Snodwmman
by Gary Hume, is schechled o be urvveiled on October 3. For mode
information on Greative Time and {heir public an arojects throwghcul
Miesw Work City, yigit thiir website



